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INTERESTING SKETCHES OF THE STATE OF 
CHRISTIANITY IN INDIA. 


Extracted from the Rev. Claudius Buchanan’s Memoir, &c. 


“THE religion of Chrift, (fays this learned author) has 
been profefsed by Hindoos in India from time immemorial ; 
and thoufands of Brahmins have been converted to the chriftian 
faith. At this time there are upwards of one hundred and fifty 
thoufand natives in one diftrié&t alone, on the coalt of Malabar, 
who profefs that religion, and who live under a regular canonical 
difcipline, ‘occupying one hundred and nineteen ‘churches. 

‘It is probable that the chriftian faith has been known in India 
fince the time of the apoftles.* But we have authentic hiftorical 
record for the following particulars. In the fifth century a 
chriftian bifhop from Antioch, accompanied by a {mall colony of 
Syrians, arrived in India, and preached the gofpel in Malabar. 
“ They made at firft fome profelytes among the Brahmins and 
** Nairs, agd were on that account much relpedtid by the native 
‘6 princes.’ , 

«‘ When the Portuguefe fir arrived in India, they were agreea- 
bly furprifed to find a hundred chriftian churches on the coaft of 


* Eusebius relates that Pantenus, of Alexandria, visited India about 
the year 189; andthere found christians who had the gospel of St. Mat- 
thew in Hebrew, which they informed him they had received from St. 
Bartholomew. ~He carried a copy of it to Alexandria, where it existed 
in the-time of Jerome. 
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Malabar. But when they had become acquainted with the purity 


"and fimplicity of their doctrine, they were offended. ‘They were 


yet more indignant when they found that, thefe Hindoo chriftians 
maintained the order and difcipline of a regular church under 
epifcopal jurifdiction ; and that for thirteen hundred years patft, 
they had enjoyed a fucceflion of bifhops appointed by the patri- 
archal fee of Antioch. Mar Jofeph was the bifhop, who filled the 
Hindoo fee of Malabar at that period. The Portuguefe ufed every 
art to perfuade him to acknowledge the fupremacy of the pope ; 
but in vain. He was a man of fingular piety and fortitude, and 
declaimed with great energy againft the errors of the Romith 
church. But when the power of the Portuguefe became fuflicient 
fur their purpofe, they invaded his bifhopric, and fent the bifhop 
bound fo Lifbon. A fynod was convened at Diamper in Malabar, 
on the 26th June, 1599, at which one hundred and fifty of the 
clergy of his diocefe appeared. ‘They were accufed of the follow- 
ing opinions, which were by their adverfaries accounted heretical ; 
‘That they had married wives ; that they owned but two facra- 
“ments, Baptifm and the Lord’s Supper ; that they denied Tran- 
“ fubftantiation ; that they neither invoked faints nor believed in 
‘“‘ purgatory ; and, that they had no other orders or names of dig- 
‘nity in the church than bifhop and deacon.” 

“ ‘Chefe tenets they were called on to abjure, or to fuffer inftant 
fufpenfion from all church benefices. It was alfo de@reed that all 
the Syrian and Chaldean books in their churches, and*all records 
in the Epifcopal palace, fhould be burnt ; in order, faid the inquifi- 
tors, “that no pretended apuftolical monuments may remain.” 

“« Notwithftanding thefe violent meafures, a great body of the 
Indian chriftians refolutely defended their faith, and finally tri- 
umphed over all oppofition. Some fhew of union with the Romifh 
church was at firft pretended, through terror of the Inquifition ; 
but a congrefs was held by them on the 22d of May, 1653, at 
Alangatta ; when they formally feparated from that communion. 
They compofe at this day the thirty-two {chifmatic churches of 


Malabar ; fo called by the Roman Catholics, as refembling the ~ 


Proieftant fchifm in Europe. At this time their number is about 
fifty thoufand.’’ 

“ ihe climate of Malabar is delightful ; and the face of the 
country, which is verdant and picturefque, is adornedgby the nu- 
merous churches of the chriltians. Their churches™re not, in 
general, fo fmall as the country parifh churches in England. 
Many of them are fumptuous buildings, and fome of them are 
vifible from the fea. ‘his latter citcumftance is noticed inci- 
dentally by a writer who lately vifited the country : 

‘« Having kept as clofe to the land as poflible, the whole coaft 
“ of Malabar appeared before us in the form of a green amphi- 
“theatre. Atone time we difcovered a diilri& entirely covered 
‘with cocoa-nut-trees; and, immediately after, a river winding 
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‘¢ through a delightful vale, at the bottom of which it difcharged * 
‘* itfelf into the fea. In one place appeared a multitude of peo- 
‘* ple employed in fifhing ; in another, a /now-white church burft- 
“ing forth to the view from amidft the thick-leaved trees. 
“ While we were enjoying thefe delightful fcenes with the early 
“‘ morning, a gentle breeze, which blew from the fhore, perfumed 
“ the air around us with the agreeable {mell wafted from the car- 
‘* damon, pepper, beetel, and other aromatic herbs and plants.” 

** A fnow-white church burfting on the view from amidft the 
trees! Can this be a fcene in the land of the Hindoos ; where 
even a church for Europeans is fo rarely found ? And can the 
perfons repairing to thefe {now-white churches be Hindoos ;. that 
peculiar people who are fuppofed to be incapable of receiving the 
chriftian religion or its civilizing principles ? Yes, they are Hin- 
doos, and now “ a peculiar people.” 





The influence of Chriflianity in India by the Labours of Proteflani 


Miffionaries. 


“ The firft perfon appointed to fuperintend a Proteftant miffion 
in India was Bartholomew Ziegenbalgius, a man of confiderable 
learning and of eminent piety, educated at the univerfity of Halle 
in Germany. Having been ordained by the learned Burmannus, 
Bifhop of Zealand, in his twenty-third year, he failed for India in 
1705. A complete century will have revolved in Oétober of this 
year, fince the miffion in India began. Immediately on his ar- 
rival, he applied himfelf to the ftudy of the language of the coun- 
try, and with fuch fuccefs, that in a few years he obtained a clas- 
sical knowledge of it ; and the colloquial tongue became as fa- 
miliar to him as his own. His fluent orations addrefled to the 
natives, and his frequent conferences with the Brahmins, were 
attended with almoft immediate fuccefs ; and a chriftian church 
was founded in the fecond year of his miniftry, which has been 
extending its limits to the prefent time.” 

“So diligent in his ftudies was this eminent miflionary, that 
before the year 1719, he had completed a tranflation of the 
whole Sc res into the Tamul tongue; and had alfo com- 
pofed a grammar and dictionary of the fame language, which 
remain with us to this day.” 


The following extrad of a letter from Archbifbop Wake, addreffed to the 
Rev. Ziegenbalgius and his Colleague, will fhow in what eftimation 
thefe apoftolic miffionaries were held at that time. 


“ As often as I behold your letters, reverend brethren, (fuid 
this learned Prelate) addreffled to the venerable Society inttiiu- 
ted for the promotion of the gofpel, whofe chief hononr and or, 
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*nament ye are; and as often as I contemplate the light of the 
golpel either now firft rifing on the Indian nations, or after the in- 
termiflion of fome ages again revived, and as it were reftored to 
its inheritance ; I am conitrained to magnify that fingular good- 
nefs of God in vifiting nations fo remote ; and to account you, 
my brethren, highly honoured, whofe miniftry it hath pleafed Him 
to employ, in this pious work, to the glory of His name and the 
falvation of fo many millions of fouls. 

“ Let others indulge in a miniltry, if not idle, certainly lefs la- 
borious, among chriftians at home. Let them enjoy in the 
bofom of the church, titles and honours, obtained without labour 
and without danger. Your praife it will be (a praife of endlefs 
duration op earth, and followed by a jult recompenfe in heaven) 
to have laboured in the vineyard which yourfelves have planted ; 
to have declared the name of Chrilt, where it was not known be- 
fore ; and through much peril and difficulty to have converted to 
the faith thofe, among whom ye afterwards fulfilled your miniftry. 
Your province therefore, brethren, your office, I place before all 
dignities in the church. Let others be pontiffs, patriarchs, or 
popes ; let them glitter in purple, in fcarlet, or in gold ; let them 
feek the admiration of the wondering multitude, and receive obei- 
fance on the bended knee. Ye have acquired a better name than 
they, and a more facred fame. And when that day fhall arrive 
when the chief Shepherd fhall give to every man according to his 
work, a greater reward fhall be adjudged to you. Admitted in- 
to the glorious fociety of the Prophets, Evangelifts, and Apoftles, 
ye, with them fhall fhine, like the fun among the leffer ftars, in the 
kingdom of your Father, forever. 

«* Since then fo great honour is now given unto you by all com- 
petent judges on earth, and fince fo great a reward is laid up for 
you in heaven ; go forth with alacrity to that work, to the which 
the Holy Gholt hath called you. God hath already given to you 
an illuftrious pledge of his favour, an increafe not to be expected 
without the aid of his grace. Ye have begun happily, proceed 
with fpirit. He, who hath carried you fafely through the dan- 
gers of the feas to fuch a remote country, and who hath given 
you favour in the eyes of thofe whofe countenance ye moft defir- 
ed ; He who hath fo liberally and unexpectedly miggftered unto 
your wants, and who doth now daily add mem to your 
church : He will continue to profper your endeavours, and will 
fubdue unto himfelf, by vour means, the whole continent of Oriental 
India. 

“ O happy men! who, ftanding before the tribunal of Chrift, 
fhall exhibit fo many nations converted to his faith by your 
preaching ; happy men! to whom it fhall be given to fay before 
the aflembly of the whole human race, * Behold us, O Lord, and 
the children whom thou haft given us ;? happy men! who being 
juftified by the Saviour, fhall receive in that day the reward of 
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your labours, and alfo fhall hear that glorious encomium ; ‘ Well 
done, good and faithful fervants, enter ye into the joy of your 


Lord.’ 


“ May Almighty God graciously favour you and your labours 
in all things. May he fend to your aid fellow-labourers, fuch 


_ and fo many as ye wifh, May he increafe the bounds of your 


churches. May he open the hearts of thofe to whom ye preach 
the gofpel of Chrift ; that hearing you, they may receive life- 
giving faith. May he protect you and yours from all evils and 
dangers. And when ye arrive (may it be late) at the end of 
your courfe, may the fame God, who hath: called you to this work 
of the gofpel, and hath preferved you in it, grant to you the re- 
ward of your labour,—an incorruptible crown of glory, 


Thefe are the fervent wifhes and prayers of, 
Venerable brethren, 
Your mott faithful fellow fervant in Chrift, 


GULIELMUS CANT.” 
From our Palace at Lambeth, 
January, A. D. 1719. 


The excellent Mr. Ziegenbalgius departed this life, at the early 
age of thirty-fix. ‘ Perceiving that his laft hour was at hand, he 
called his Hindoo congregation and partook of the holy com- 
munion, * amidft ardent prayers and many tears ;’’? and after- 
wards addreffling them in a folemn manner, took an affectionate 
leave of them. Being reminded by them of the faith of the Apos- 
tle of the Gentiles at the profpeét of death, who “ defired to be 
with Chrift, as being far better,” he faid, * That alfo is my defire. 
Wathed from my fins in his blood, and clothed with his righteouf- 
nefs 1 fhall enter into his heavenly kingdom. Ef pray that the 
things which I have fpoken may be fruitful. Throughout this 
whole warfare, I have entirely endured by Chrift ; and now I can 
fay through him,—* I have fought the good fight; I have fin- 
ifhed my courfe ; I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid 
up for me a crogun of righteoufnefs,” which words having fpoken, 
he defired that™the Hindoo children about his bed, and the mul- 
titude filling the verandahs, and about the houfe, might fing the 
hymn, beginning ‘ Jefus, my Saviour Lord.” Which when finifh- 
ed, he yielded up his {pirit, amidst the rejoicings and lamentations, 
of a great multitude ; fome rejoicing at his triumphant death, 
and early entrance into glory ; and others lamenting the early 
lofs of their faithful apoltle, who had firft brought the light of 
the gofpel to their dark region from the weftern world.” Niecam- 
pius, p- 217, and Annales Miss. p. 20. 
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* The fame fpirit which fent miffionaries to Britain in the fourth 
century wili continue to fend miffionaries to the heathen world to 
the end of time. 

“* Wherever the chriflian miffionary comes, he is well received. 
Ignorance ever bows to learning: but if there be a defire to im- 
part this learning, what barbarian will turn away? The prielts 
will murmur when the chriftian teacher fpeaks as one havin 
authority ; but “the common people will hear him gladly.” 
Whether in the fubterranean hut of frozen Greenland, or under 
the fhade of a banian-tree in burning India, a chriftian miffionary, 
furrounded by the liftening natives, is an interefting fight; no lefs 
grateful to humanity than to chriftian charity. 

“But who is this miffionary ? He is fuch as Swartz in India, 
or Brainerd in America, or the Moravian in Labrador; one who, 
leaving his country and kindred, and renouncing honour and 
emolument, embraces a life of toil, difficulty, and danger ; and 
contented with the fame of inftructing the ignorant, ‘ looks for 
the recompenfe of eternal reward.” 

“‘ There is a great difference between a civilizing mechanic and 
an apoftolic miffionary. A mechanic of decent morals is no 
doubt ufeful among barbarians. The few around him learn tome- 
thing of his morals with his trade. And it is the duty of civiliz- 
ed ftates to ufe fuch means for improving the barbarous portions 
of the human race. 

‘*¢ But the apoftolic miflionary, who has ftudied the language 

and genius of the people, is a blefling of a higher order. His 
heavenly doétrine and its moral influence extend, like the light of 
the fun, over multitudes in a fhort time ; giving life, peace, and 
joy; enlarging the conceptions, and giving birth to all the Chris- 
tian charities. How fhall we eftimate the fum of human happi- 
nefs produced by the voice of Swartz alone ! Compared with him, 
as a difpenfer of happinefs, what are a thoufand preachers of phi- 
lotophy among a refined people ! 
_ “ Some of the Englifh think that we ought not ‘ to difturb 
the faith of the natives.” But fome of the Hindoo Rajahs think 
differently. The king of Tanjore requelted Mr. Swartz to dis- 
turb the faith of his wicked fubjeéts by every means, and to make 
them, if poffible, honeft and indultrious men. Mr. Swartz endeav- 
oured to do fo, and his fervices were acknowledgéd by the Eng- 
lith government at Madras, as well as by the king of Tanjore. 
In the year 1787, ‘ the king of Vanjore made an appropriation 
forever of land of the yearly income of five hundred pagodas, for 
the fupport of the chriftian miflionazies in his dominions.” 
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HINDOO SUPERSTITION. 


“The natives of Hindooftan, particularly the inhabitants of 


Oriffa, and of the eaftern parts of Bengal, fometimes make offer- 


ings of their children to the goddefs Gunga. 

“When a woman, who has been long married, has no child, fhe 
and her hufband make a vow to the goddefs Gunga, “ That if fhe 
“‘ will beftow on them the blefling of children, they will devote 
“to her their firf-born.” If, after this vow, they have a child or 
children, the firlt born is preferved, till they have a convenient 
opportunity of returning to the river at the period of affembling at 
the holy places. They then take the child with them ; and at the 


‘ time of bathing, it is encouraged to walk into deep water, till it is 


carried away by the ftream. [If it be unwilling to go forward, it 
is pufhed off by its parents. Sometimes a ftranger attends, and 
catches the perifhing infant, and brings it up as his own ; but if 
no fuch perfon happen to be near, it is infallibly drowned, being 
deferted by the parents the moment it floats in the river. 

“This {pecies of human facrifice is publicly committed at Gunga 
Saugor, in the laft day of Pous ; and on the day of full moon in 
Kartic. 

“ Atthe Hindoo feftival, in 1801, twenty three perfons facrific- 
ed themfelves, or were facrificed by others at the ifland of Saugor.” 

“Tf a child refufe the mother’s milk, whether from ficknefs or 
from any other caufe, it is fuppofed to be under the influence of 
an evil fpirit. In this cafe the babe is put into a bafket and hung 
up ina tree forthree days. It generally happens that before the 
expiration of that time the infant is dead ; being deftroyed by ants, 
or by birds of prey. If it be alive atthe end of the three days, it 
is taken home, and means are ufed to preferve its life.” 

The practice of deftroying female infants, “is common among a 
race of Hindoos called Rajpoots. Without alleging any other 
reafon than the difficulty of providing for daughters in marriage, 
the mothers farve their female infants to death. In fome places 
not one half of the females are permitted to live.” 

The burning of widows with their deceafed hufbands, is 
a practice “common in all parts of Hindooftan, but it is more 
frequent on the banks of the Ganges. 

“ It is ufual for the woman to burn with her hufband’s corpfe. 
But there is a calt, called Jogees, who bury their dead. The 
women of this caft bury themfelves alive with their hufbands. 

‘‘ From the number of burnings and buryings in a given time, 
within the compafs of a few diftriéts, it was calculated by the late 
learned Mr. William Chambers, that the widows who perifh by 
felf-devotement in the northern provinces of Hindooftan alone, are 
not lefs than ten thoufand annually. This calculation is counte- 

nanced by the number of burnings within thirty miles round Cal- 
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cutta during the period of the laft fix months, which, by account 
taken, is one hundred and fixteen. 

“ The ufual mode of performing the rite of burning is the fol- 
lowing : 

“When the hufband is dead, the widow, if fhe intend to burn, 
immediately declares her intention ; and foon after goes to the 
river fide, where the corpfe of her hufband is laid. ‘The Brahmins 
and common people aflemble. The pile being erected, the dead 
body is placed upon it. After a few ceremonies (differing in dif- 
ferent diftriéts) the widow lays herfelf down by the fide of the 
corpfe. Combulftible materials are thrown upon the pile, which is 
prefled down by bamboo levers. The heir at law then kindles the 
fire: The furrounding multitude fet up a fhout, which is neces- 
fary to prevent her cry from being heard, if fhe fhould make any ; 
and the life of the victim is foon ended.” 

*“ From a late inveftigation it appears, that the number of women 
who facrificed themfelves within 30 miles round Calcutta every 
year is, on an average, upwards of two hundred.”’ 

‘* During the Pooja of the Rutt Jattra, fome devote themfelves 


to death, by falling under the wheels of a heavy car or wooden 


tower, containing their gods. At Joggernaut they fometimes 


lie down in the track of this machine a few hours before its arri- 


val, and taking a foporiferous draught, hope to meet death afleep.” 





REMARKS. 

We might eafily {well this catalogue of fanguinary fuperftitions 
which ftill fubfilt among this benighted people, but we forbear. 
What but the light of the fun can effectually remove the darknefs 
of night?) And what but the light of truth can expel the dark- 
nefs of ignorance and fuperftition ? As bealts of prey which prowl 
in the dark, but, fly to their dens on the approach of day ; fo, as 
the light of the gofpel advances, thefe hideous fuperttitions will 
retire into darknefs, until they are loft in utter oblivion. Ought 
not chriftians then to employ every mean in their power, to dif- 
fufe the light of truth among the heathen nations ? The knowl- 
edge of falvation for ruined man, can only be derived from the /a- 
cred firiptures. ‘How fhall man be juft with God ?’ is a queftion which 
pagan philofophy could never anfwer. The whole {cheme of re- 
deeming love is a matter of pure revelation. Since then we are 
affured, that faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Worn of Gon, 
fhall we not adore his infinite mercy, for putting it into the hearts 
of fo many of his people of different denominations, to aid in 
fending this precious volume to the lands which lie in darknefs ? 

*“ The learned man,” fays an elegant writer, “ who produces a 
tranilation of the Bible into a new language, is a greater benefactor 
to mankind, than the prince who founds an empire.” Will not the 
unwearied labours of the venerable Cary and his worthy coadjutors, 
in rendering the facred treafures of divine knowledge acceflible to 
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the different tribes of India, be held in grateful remembrance by all 
who love our Lord Jefus Chrift, to the remoteflt ages of time? 
Thefe venerable men, whofe lives are fo entirely devoted to this 
important work, have indeed performed wonders. The difficulties 


they have already furmounted are truly aftonifhing. 


By a report publifhed the laft year in England, we learn the 
progrefs which has been made in the different languages. A few 
of their clofing remarks are felected, which will give the reader a 
concife view of the fubje&. After a very circumftantial and de- 
tailed account, they add ; * Thus, dear brethren, we have laid be- 
fore you a plain and brief ftatement of the progrefs of thefe trans- 
lations, in which divine Providence has called us to engage. You 
will perceive that of the twelve here mentioned, f/x are in the prefs, 
and the other fix advanced as far as the Third Gofpel : and that 
of thofe in the prefs, a fecond edition of the New Teftament, as well 
as three volumes of the Old, has been printed in one ; in two more 
the Gofpels nearly completed, and in the other three, nearly the 
Gofpel of Matthew. In the greater number of thefe tranflations, 
the work has been rendered eafy by the affinity of the different 
languages ; and in thofe of peculiar difficulty, fuch helps have been 
unexpectedly furnifhed by divine Providence, as the work feemed to 
require.’ 

“On the whole, we are abundantly encouraged ; and through 
the increafing affiftance with which God is favouring us in the 
ftudy of thefe different languages, from brethren added to the 
miffion, and the rifing branches of the family, are ready to indulge 
the hope, that under the divine blefling this work will be.carried 
forward, not merely to the completion of a firft edition, but through 
fucceflive ones, till the word of God in its pure and genuine form 
pervade all the countries round us.” 

“Our brethren will perceive, that in addition to the generous 
benefaction of the friends of religion in Britain, we have to ac- 
knowledge the liberality and the public fpirit of our worthy friends 
in America, who have fo cordially interefted themfelves in the 
work, that, unfolicited by us, they have within the laft two years 
collected and fent out for that purpofe, nearly 6,000 dollars.” 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE MASS. BAP. MISS, MAGAZINE. 

Rev. Sir, 

The following is a relation of the christian experience of a young man, who 
offered himself a candidate to the church of Christ in Rumney, under 
my charge, and upon which he was admitted to their fellowship by bap- 
tism. As it exhibits the power of divine grdte in the conversion of a 


precious soul, not only from the dominion of sin, but from the error of 


deism to the christian religion, if you deem it of sufficient importance, 
you are at liberty to insert it in your useful publication. 
‘E. Wivtemarru, 





A DECLARATION OF FAITH BY MR. G H ° 


With the heart man-believeth unto righteousnefs, and with the mouth 
confeffion is made unto falvation. 


THE firft impreffions on my mind, which I would notice as a 
reafon of my prefent hope, took place about four years ago; al- 
though I had many feafons of convittion before, fome of which 
were very powerful. It has appeared to me at times, that I was 
on the very brink of hell ; yet thefe impreflions foon wore off, and 
left me more hardened in fin than ever. I at length became one 
of the moft abandoned wretches on earth, giving myfelf up to all 
manner of wickednefs, and even deriding thofe who were not as bad 
as myfelf. I went fo far as to deny ail divine revelation, and 
publicly to ridicule the facred word of God. I have often fince 
wondered that God did not cut me off, and make me an immedi- 
ate and fingular monument of his juftice. But it pleafed God, 
and bleffed be his name, once more to vifit me by his Holy Spirit, 
and fhew me my undone condition. As I was at work alone 
one day in my field, without any previous circumftance taking 
place, I was immediately brought to fee that [ depended on that 
God for life and beimg, againft whom I was fo dreadfully oppofed. 
That he was able in a moment to cut me down; and if there was 
ahell, that muft be my portion! I now faw what a rebel I had 
been: my deiltical faith entirely forfook me. I now faw God’s 
word to be the truth ; but dreadful truth to me. It befpoke my 
woful condition. 

Thus I continued in great diftrefs for fome time, not even dar- 
ing to goto God for mercy. At length thefe words came to my 
mind, Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is 
near. God appeared to be peculiarly near to me at this time : but 
O ! he appeared to be an angry God! But the above words run- 


ning continually in my mind, dreadful as my cafe was, I ventured, | 


trembling, to approach him ; and to plead with him, that if there 
were mercy for fuch a wretch as I, he would magnify his free grace 
in my falvation. Thus I continued pleading for mercy, determin- 
ed fo to do as long as I lived ; but exceedingly fearing my con- 
victions would wear off as before, being fully perfuaded that if they 
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fhould, my day of grace would be over forever. In this condition 
I remained, I think about a fortnight, when my conviction feemed 
nearly to be gone. ‘his very much troubled me, and led me to 
pray for conviction. I prayed earneftly for a more feeling fenfe 
of my fins, but I found it not. I remained in this condition with- 
out conviction and without hope, for feveral days. But thefe words 
coming to my mind, Him that cometh to me, I will in no wife caf? out, 
in fome meafure, at leaft, for a fhort time relieved my anxiety. 
Chrift appeared to be willing to fave ; and God, a reconciled God 
through him. From thefe confiderations a gleam of hope feemed 
to dart through my foul. But O, how tranfient my joy! I was 
foon involved again in darktefs. 

Thus I continued for more than two years, without a comforta- 
ble hope. I cannot fay, however, that I did not fometimes on 
reading paflages of {cripture like this, Bleffed are they that mourn, for 
they fhall be comforted, entertain a fmall degree of hope, that I was 
one of thefe blefled mourners: for although I often got into fin, I 
as often felt to mourn that I had offended aholy God. Bat it 
pleafed God in his own belt time, to make greater difcoveries of 
himfelf, and of the way of life and falvation through his dear Son 
to my foul. One night, after my mind had been confiderably ag- 
itated about my fituation, I awoke out of fleep in a different frame 
of mind from what I had ever experienced before I felt happy. I 
thought Jefus Chrift appeared exceedingly lovely. I thought I could 
with the greateft delight give myfelf away to him, with all I had, 
without the leaft referve. ‘Thus I continued in raptures for about two 
hours, then fell afleep. When I awoke in the morning, I felt 
more calm than ufual, but doubts foon arofe about the reality of 
what I had experienced. I fometimes concluded it was all delu- 
fion. I however thought, if it was, it was a very pleafing one. 
Thus I continued for a few days, when it pleafed God, as 1 hum- 
bly hope, to make fuch manifeftations of himfelf to my foul, as he 
does to thofe who fincerely love him. I think I had clearer dif- 
coveries than ever before of the holinefs, juftice, and extent of his 
divine law. I thought 1 could love it in all its ftri€tnefs, and could | 
adore that wifdom, power and love, which could devife and exe- 
cute a plan of mercy for the recovery of poor loft man. It wasa 
fource of joy that God could be juft, and yet the juftifier of all that believe 
in Fefus. I think I had greater difcoveries of my own undone condi- 
tion by nature, the utter oe ato of helping mytelf, and could 
fee no where elfe to go, but to him who has become the cnd of the 
law for righteoufnefs to all that believe. I felt a love to Chrift and 
all that bore his image. The children of God feemed peculiarly 
near to me ; and immortal fouls very precious. My fincere defire 
was, that all might come to the knowledge of the truth, and be 
faved. I think I faw a fulnefs in the atonement, {fuflicient for the 
greateft finner. 
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Thus I continued in a happy frame for feveral days, my mind 
continually foaring above, and intent on divine things. So that 1 
found it fometimes difficult to keep it on the things of this world, 
as much as my common bufinefs at that time required. This world 
with all its enjoyments feemed hardly worth pofleffing: and 
although fince that time I have found a dreadful reverfe, and have 
to lament that at times my fins eafily befet me, and feparate be- 
tween me and my God; yet, blefled be his name, he can look me 
into repentance, and feal pardon to my foul. And although on 
account of my remaining fins; many doubts arife, yet if I am not 
deceived, I have had fome precious feafons of his love. I think I 
can fay at times, 1 abhor fin, and my greateft defire is to be freed 
from it, and become holy as God is holy. I will only add, that I 
now feel determined, in the ftrength of my dear Redeemer, to prefs 
forward in all duty, and face a frowning world. 


———sa €<D ee 


THE HAPPY CHANGE. 


Letter from Mr. J D , to Elder Jacob Gregg, 
relating his experience, and converfion from infi- 


delity to the chriftian faith. 





* 


, Soutu Quay, (Vir.) Jury 12, 1809. 
My dear Brother, 

YOU will, no doubt, be furprifed that a ftranger (for our ac- 
quaintance is but fuperficial) fhould addrefs you in this language ; 
but you will be difpofed to pardon it, when I let you know that it 
pleafed God through your inftrumentality to open my eyes ; and 
to drive me from trufting in the falfe god of reafon, to feek and to 
ferve the living and true God, through Jefus Chrift his Son. s 

You muft know, my dear Sir, that for the laft 7 or 8 years of 
my life, I have been wandering, and in a meafure loft in the intri- 
cate labyrinths of Paine, Volney, Voltaire, Bolingbroke, God- 
wyn, Palmer, &c. &c. in fearch of nappinels ; but, it was not to 
be found in their fyftems. I indeed, had gotten fo fixed in the 
principles of deifm, that at times I felt as if I was perfectly willing 
to die ; and to rifk the event with that God whom I thought 
I ferved, merely by occupying that particular {phere in fociety, 
which nature appeared to prefcribe for me. 

Although I thought the book, called the Bible, (particularly the 
New Teftament) contained the beft fyftem of morality that the 
world had ever been bleffed with, yet after all { thought that it was 
a fabrication of man’s invention, defigned to hold the world in awe, 
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The principal objection which i had to admitting it as the word of 
God, and as containing his will concerning man was, that it was fo 
complex, and fo feemingly contradictory to itfelf, that I could not 
offibly comprehend it.—I could not believe that a holy and good 
Being would have created man, and given him a law by which he 
fhould be governed, without, at the famé time, giving him capaci- 
ty to underftand that law. Under thefe kind of fentiments I had 
been grovelling for a number of years, until it pleafed the bleffed 
Lord to incline my heart to go to the Baptift A ffociation at Mifharin 
io May laft, where I faw you; and I have great reafon to thank 
the Lord that I did fee you, and efpecially that he dire&ed your 
mind to the fubjeé& on, which you preached on Lord’s day. It was 
the figures by which you illuftrated your fubjeé, particularly the 
mill, the watch, and the circle, which fet my mind in agitation. I 
now faw very clearly the extreme and childifh abfurdity of my mok 
weighty reafons againft the divinity of the fcriptures. It pleafed the 
Lord to convince me, that I had been wrong. The chrilftian relig- 
ion at the fame time appeared to me to be more defirable than any 
thing elfe. I was here led to fix a refolution, that by the affiftance of 
God, I would feek an intereft in that Jefus, whofe divinity I had fo 
often mocked, and fo long queftioned. O my brother, judge how 
hard to approach that God whom I had fo much offended. But 
he is all goodnefs ; he is love itfelf. I fhall not detail to you all 
the wanderings of my mind during this fearch ; but fhall content 
my felf with faying, that on Wednefday, the sth of this month, F 
think the Lord enabled me to att faith in Jefus Chrift, and his dear 
promifes. If I could have met you, my brother, at that moment, 
I could, I fhould, have fallen on your bofom, and have told you in 
the pathetic ftrains of an admiring {wain, who was wifhing to expire, 
not at the feet of his miftrefs, but begging to die at the feet of Jefus, 
for what he had done for my foul! Othe holy enthufiafm that 
lifts the foul from earth, and trafifports it to the bofom of its God ! 
but here language fails ; my foul was full of love, yea, it was over- 
whelmed with that joy that is unfpeakable and full of glory ; I en- 
joyed a fweet ecftacy for nearly three days amongft my friends ; 
but | am now called again into the coul, calculating {cenes of a 
bufy world, and I already find, that here it is, that we are to be 
tried, tempted, and buffeted by Satan, felf, and the fafcinating al- 
lurements of the world :* I have already been made to doubt my 
conviation : But O ! 1 fee) confident, that if I give up Jefus, I am 
gone. “ Keep me, keep me, gracious Lord; O never let me go.” 
My dear brother, I want to fee you; I want to fee all my friends, 
and efpecially chriftians. I fear 1 have tired yow%i@o pardon it, 
and pray for me, pray earneftly to the Lord, that he would proteé& 
and preferve me under temptations; pray that he would keep me 


* It is said the writer of this is a respectable member of the legislature 
of Virginia. 
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at the feet of Jefus, begging his protection with a humble, contrite 
heart. 

It would give me pleafure to receive a letter from you by 
my brother Lee, who will hand you this. Should you ever vifit 
this neighbourhood again, { would beg that you would call on me 
at my humble habitation. | 

Finally, my dear brother, pray for me. Farewell in the Lord : 
purfue your labours in the gofpel with diligence, not doubting but 
God will blefs them. 


I love you, and all God’s people, 
And am, in fincerity, yours, &c. 


Extract from the Rev. Mr. Irifh’s Miflionary Journal, 
dated Aurelius, Feb. 18, 1809. 


ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SOCIETY. 


Dear Brother, 


THROUGH the tender mercy of God, Ionce more have an 
opportunity to inform you of the profperity of Zion in fome parts 
of our weftern climes. 

I fat out on my miflionary tour, the 8th day of November laft, 
and rode to Phelps in the county of Ontario, at evening. When I 
arrived there, the people were aflembled for a conference. I met 
with them, and joy and gladnefs appeared almoft in every counte- 
nance. Young chriftians were led to blefs God, that his goodnefs 
had {pared me to vifit them once fore. 

The next day I vifited from houfe to houfe ; and precious work 
it was to vifit where almoft every family feemed to be attentive to 
the great concern of their fouls. At evening I preached toa 
crowded affembly; and I truft that a divine blefling attended the 
opportunity. Thurfday I rode to Gorham, and preached at even- 
ing ; and the feafon was comfortable. The next day rode to the 
north part of Phelps, and preached to a folemn and deeply affected 
aflembly : and at evening I attended a conference with them. 

Saturday 12th, I met with the church in this town, when there 
came forward ten, and gave a relation of what Jefus had done for 
their poor fouls. This was a very joyful and affecting feafon. 
Lord’s day I preached with them, and the feafon was made com- 
fortable to us, though it was one of the moft violent ftorms of 
fnow that was ever feen in that part of the country. We thought 
it prudent to omit baptifm that day, as a number of the candidates, 
who lived at a diftance, were detained from coming to meeting, by 
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reafon of the ftorm. In the evening we had a conference. Monday 
rode to the town of Gorham and preached, and enjoyed a comfort- 
able time. Here the Lord is difplaying the riches of his grace 
in the falvation of finners. At the clofe of fermon, two came for- 
ward, and offered themfelves for baptifm. I went the fame even- 
ing about three miles to another part of the town, and attended a 
conference. This was a precious feafon: Six came forward and 
gave a relation of God’s dealings with them. Some who had been 
long refting on the fcheme of univerfal falvation told us that when 
God opened their eyes, and gave them to fee their wretched ftate 
by nature, and by fin, their delufive hopes that they had trufted in, 
fled away, and left them almoft in the agonies of defpair. They 
found that if God did not have mercy on them, and change the 
difpofition of their hearts, they fhould be forever miferable. The 
next day I preached with them, to a very crowded, and weeping 
aflembly. After fermon, we repaired to the waterin folemn pro- 
ceflion, finging one of Zion’s fongs. Here ten fouls followed the 
example of the precious Saviour, into the watery tomb. Such a 
glorious fight caufed the faints to rejoice, and praife their God ; 
while finners trembled, their folemn features befpoke the anguifh 
of their pained hearts. 

At evening I rode to Phelps, attended a conference, and heard 
a number more relate what God had done for their fouls. Wed- 
nefday I preached, and after fermon feveral came forward and 
offered themfelves for baptifm: we then repaired to a beautiful and 
convenient place, in order to adminifter the ordinance. Here 
thirteen willing converts, tracing the footfteps of their Redeemer, 
were buried in baptifm. This was a time never to be forgotten : 
my feeble pen is not able fully to defcribe it. After adminiftering 
the ordinance, [ went to Capt. Newhall’s, and fpent the evening 
with delight, in finging, prayer, and chriftian converfation. 
Thurfday fpent the day in viliting from houfe to houfe. At even- 
ing, attended a conference. ‘The next day I fpent again in viliting 
and converfing with diftrefled fouls. At evening I preached, and 
I truft the Lord bleffed the opportunity. 

Saturday I rode to Gorham, and preached in the evening to a 
crowded aflembly. After fermon, we joined in conference, and the 
feafon was truly folemn. ‘There were prefent fome young converts, 
and fome poor .finners diftrefled about their foul’s eternal welfare. 

Lord’s day morning, 20th, I rode to deacon M’Cloth’s in Far- 
mington, and preached to a large aflembly. On Monday [ at- 
tended a funeral in this place. Thefcene was very affeéting ; and 
I truft will not foon be forgotten. Atevening I preached again, 
and the Lord was pleafed to grace the opportunity with bis fenfi- 
ble prefence. One aged woman came forward after fermon, and 
told us what the Lord had done for her foul. She confeffed that 
the had lived a long time in negleét of her duty, and defired the 
privilege of following the bleffed Saviour down the banks of Jor- 
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dan, into his watery grave. At g o'clock at night, we repaired 
with torches to the folemn place, where prayer is wont to be made. 
This was one of the moft heavenly interviews that I ever witnefféd. 
Joy fat vifible on the countenances of the faints, while finners ap- 
peared folemn, as if the day of doom was at hand, and the Judge 
of quick and dead was at the door. 

Yuefday 22d, vifitedin another part of the town ; and on Wed- 
nefday rode to Palmyra, and met with the brethren in théir confer- 
ence meeting. At evening I tried to preach. In this town truth 
rides in triumph. God is here difplaying the glorious riches of his 
grace in the falvation of finners. ‘Thurfday I went to the north 
part of the town, preached and baptized one perfon, who was the 
tirit that was ever baptized in that part of the town. ‘There were 
fome -prefent, that never faw the ordinance adminiftered before. 
At evening went to another part of the fame town, and preached 
again ; and attended a conference. Jefus is alfo manifefting him- 
felf an all conquering Saviour in this plaee. The hearts of ftub- 
born finners are made to bow, and the glorious work is ftill in- 
creafing. May the Lord’s name be praifed. 

Saturday 26th, rode to Deacon Adams’ at Williamfon. Lord’s 
day met with a {mall Baptift church in this town, and have reafon 
to believe the hearts of God’s people were comforted. At evening 
I preached with them again. 

Monday 28th, rode to No. 14, on Lake Ontario, and preached 
atevening. The next day I preached a few miles from the fame 
place, and baptized a young woman. My dear brother, without 
any apologies, I fhall proceed to a recital of a few of the particulars 
attending the folemnity of this tranfaction. This young woman 
had met with oppofition from fome of her connexions. Particu- 
larly from her ftep-father, who was an open, profefled dif, 
and very violent againft the chriftian religion. Some time before 
this he had turned one of her fitters out of doors, for being baptiz- 
ed ; and fhe expected, ur thought it likely fhe fhould thare the fame 
fate. But notwithftanding all this, fhe came forward with a holy 
boldnefs, and with humble chriftian confidence, determined to- 
purfue the caufe of God, and obey the commands of her divine 
Redeemer. We repaired to the water, and offered up folemn 
prayers to God for a blefling on his own inftitution. She then 
turned and addreffed her young companions in the following man- 
ner. ‘ My young friends, this is a folemn day ; Iam now public- 
ly and vifibly about to take the parting hand from you. You mutt 
know that I have the advantage of you : for I have tried your 
vain pleafures, and thought I once took as much delight in them 
as any of yon. But now I appeal to that God, in whofe prefence I 
ftand, that 1 enjoy more foul fatisfaétion, and folid happinefs in 
one hour, than ever I enjoyed in all my life in the purfuit of earth- 
ly vanities. And I now feel conftrained to invite you to join with 
me, to ferve my blefled Saviour. But if you will refufe, and are 
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determined to purfue the paths of fin ; I call heaven and earth to 
witnefs, that on the bank of this river, I bid you farewell. You 
may crofs my name out from among you, without any expecta- 
tion of my return : for with God’s afliltance, | determine to pur- 
fue the humble path of religion, until my dying day.” After the 
had finifhed her addrefs to her young friends, 1 took her by the 
hand, and we defcended down to the fide of the water. She then 
turned herfelf about, and fung the following lines before fhe went 
into the water. 

‘* Farewell, young people, one and all, 

While God shall ; grant me breath to breathe, 

I’ll pray to the eternal All, 

That your dear souls may turn and live, 

That your dear souls prepar’d may be, 

To reign with Christ eternally. 

Farewell to all below the sun, 

And as I pass in tears below, 

The path is straight, my feet shall run, 

For God will keep me as I go, 

For God will keep me in his hand, 

And bring me to the promis’d land.” 


By the time fhe had done finging thefe lines, I could not fee one 
dry eye in the aflembly. After fhe was baptized, when we were 
coming up out of the water, fhe fung the following, 


«© Wonder, ye heavens, your Maker lies 
In deeps conceal’d from human view ; 
Ye saints, behold him, sink and rise, 

A fit example thus for you. 


The sacred record, while you read, 
Calls you to imitate the deed.” 


Immediately after the baptifm I took my leave of them, as I 
had an appointmeut, eight miles from this place, where I was to 
preach at evening. But I perceive, thatif I thould be particular 
in ftating all the remarkable occurrences, and the peculiar bleffings 
of God conferred on the people in many of the towns where I vifit- 
ed, I fhould fwell my letter'to an’ improper fize ; therefore I thall 
proceed to give a more concife account of the remaining part of my 
tour. 

I next vifited and preached in the towns of Phelps, Gorham, 
Eafttown, Farmington, Palmyra, Williamfon, Boyl, Perrington, 
and Deanfield. In each of the above towns, there appears to be a 
folemn attention to religion. I had feldom an appointment-by 
night or day, but what the aflembly was crowded, notwithitanding 
the extremity of the weather, it being one of the moft extraordinary 


times both for rain and fnow, that I have ever known. 
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Gath’ring round from far and near, 
All attentive were to hear, 

Stormy winds, or rain, or snow, 
Hungry souls would venture through. 
Cold and wet which then appear’d, 
Wounded spirits little fear’d. 

Their concern was what to do, 

How to ’scape eternal wo, 


In the town of Palmyra, where I vifited and preached, elder 
Jeremiah Irons is the minifter. ‘The Lord has bleffed his labours 
in a wonderful manner. ‘There have been fixty and upwards, 
added to this church fince the awakening begun, and the work ftill 
continues. 

I think I did not preach in one town, but what I baptized more 
or lefs. Some who had been profeffors of religion were brought to 
give up their former traditions, and embrace the example of Chrift 
and the primitive church. Elder Anfon Shay is the minifter in 
Farmington. The Lord appears to be with him. In Northfield, 
elder Jofeph Cafe is labouring in the gofpei miniftry. The Lord 
is likewife vifiting this place. 

I fhall take the liberty, my dear brother, to recite one 
particular more, before I clofe. A young woman, who had been 
brought up in a religious way, when the reformation firft began in 
the town where fhe lived, thought that fhe did not need any refor- 
mation, to prepare her for another world. Yet fhe found her 
heart oppofed to the work. She hence thought fhe would 
leave the place, and go into another town and teach a fchool, until 
the reformation was over. She accordingly went, and engaged in 
the {chool. She had not been here long, however, before the Lord 
vifited the place, and brought fome of her mates to embrace the 
truth. She concluded it would not do to break up her fchool, but 
thought fhe would keep away from them until her time was out. 

Not long after this, the Lord vifited her in a different manner. 
A violent tempest, attended with thunder and lightning, came on, 
which fhe thought gathered particularly round the fchool houfe — 
where fhe was. The thunder feemed to break on every fide, and 
lightning was blazing in every direction through the houfe. The 
little children that were under her care and tuition were almoft 
frightened out of their fenfes.. She thought it her duty to exercife 
all the reafon and fortitude fhe could command. She therefore told 
the children to be calm, that they were as fafe in the hand of God 
there, as they could be in any other place in the world ; though 
fhe faid, the expected a thunder-bolt in a few moments more, would 
fummon her before the bar of God. She now found herfelf un- 
prepared for that awful fcene! Although fhe had calmed the 
children, fhe herfelf flood trembling on the floor. The lightning 
fhivered a tree all to pieces before the fchool-houfe door. Her 
fortitude now failed. She could not help crying to God for mer- 
cy. Soon after this, the tempeft ceafed. She then made this de- 
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termination, that fhe would never meet God in that fituation 
again; therefore, as fhe thought, began the work to prepare her- 
felf for that folemn meeting. Accordingly fhe betook herfelf to 
. prayer, and endeavoured to abitain from every fin, until fhe began 
to be filled with wonder that God did not convert her foul: for fhe 
thought that fhe could not accule herfelf of a fingle fin in thought, 
word or deed. “ Yes, (faid the,) | verily believed that I knew what - 
that ftate of finlefs perfeGtion was that fome people boaft of.’’ At 
this time her mates, one after another, were fet at liberty, and 
brought to rejoice in God. ‘ Here, (faid fhe,) I found my heart 
would rife againft God, and accufe him of injuftice, in converting 
others and leaving me. But oh, in boundlefs mercy, God was 
pleafed to unveil the iniquity of my heart, and give me to fee what 
I was by nature and fin, And I found that 1 had enmity enough 
in my heart to dethrone the Almighty, and turn all good oui of the 
univerfe, had it only been in my power. Here, (faid fhe) God 
unveiled his holinefs to my view, and I was fixed in my own mind, 
as judge in the cafe. And 1 determined with the full confent of 
my foul, that I juftly deferved to go to hell, if every body elfe were 
faved. But, O aftonifhing grace! At this time God was pleafed to 
difcover to my mind his infinite goodnefs, in the gofpel method of 
free grace, to fave juft fuch guilty finners. Here my foul fell in 
love with that object of delight; my wrangling all ceafed, and 
whether lam a chriftian or not, I feel as though | never fhould 
quarrel with my Maker any more.” But I mutt haften to a clofe. 

Through the goodnefs of God, I arrived home on the 27th of 
December ; I rode 847 miles, attended 65 meetings, and baptized 
44 profeffing believers. Since I came home, I have had many re- 
quefts to vifit thofe parts again, . 

J conclude, with fubfcribing myfelf your brother in the gofpel’ 
of Chrift. DAVID IRISH. 


. 
—— > SS a Se 


Extract of a Letter from the fame, to the Secretary | 
of the Society, dated Aurelius, Aug. 14, 1809. 


Beloved Brother, 


I HAVE once more fet down to give you fome account of my 
travels in my late tour in the weftern, and northweltern parts of 
this tate. I fat out the third day of July incompany with elder 
Robert Niles. Soon after we crofled the Geneffee River, we part- 
ed, and took different routes. He was taken unwell, and obliged to 
return home fooner than was expected. I continued on my route 
four weeks and four days, travelling and preaching in deftitute 
places, from Braddock’s Bay on Lake Ontario weftward, to Lake 
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Erie, and fouthward to Canaftoe : from thence to Cahoéton and 
Bath. In this tour [ have travelled upwards of four hundred 
miles, and preached to a large number of deftitute focieties. Here 
is a large territory, and many of the fettlements are filling up with 
inhabitants very faft ; but they are yet very deftitute of a preached 
gofpel. I did not preach in one place (after I croffed the Geneflee 
River) where I had ever preached before. In fome places they 
had never had a fermor preached by any one. It was affecting to 
fee the people turn out in crowds to hear the word preached, though 
it was a very bufy feafon of the year. 

In thefe new fettlements the Lord has placed a number of his 
dear children, who are fcattered about in different parts of the 
wildernefs. Many of thefe appear truly pious, and are praying the 
Lord of the harvelt to fend faithful labourers into thofe vacant 
parts of it. There are three baptized churches in the region, where 
I vifited, and I believe two or three more will foon rife into vifibili- 
ty. I found but one fettled minifter in all this extenfive trac. 
Elder Joel Butler, and elder P. P. Roots have been labouring in 
fome places where 1 vifited, and I truft their labours have been 
attended with a blefling. 

In fome of the towns that I vifited, there appeared fome f{pecial 
attention. At Eighteen-mile-Creek 1 baptized fome, where the like 
was never before feen. It was a very folemn time ; the people ex- 
prefled their fervent defire, that I would tomé’and fee them again ; 
which I have agreed to in the fall of the year, (if the Lord will) 
when I expect to finifh the remainder of my appointment of fix 


‘months, which I engaged for with the fociety. 


Dear brother, Zion’s profperity in thefe parts appears to wear 
a pleafing afpeé. The confufed mixture of vain traditions and 
human inventions are daily giving way, and the pure doc- 
trine and difcipline, taught by our glorious Saviour, are taking 
their place. Many are fleeing from the banner of Anti-Chgifl, and 
rallying round the ftandard of the crofs. ' 

The Lord ftill {miles on us in the town of Aurelius. We have 
had confiderable additions of late. Some young converts have 
been brought to bow to the fceptre of the Prince of peace, and with 
hearts glowing with love have embraced his eafy yoke. Others 
have been brought, by the power of divine truth, to give up the 
traditions of their fathers which they had been long pleading for, 
and to fubjec&t themfelves to the reafonable commands of the Lord 
Jefus, and to follow him into his liquid grave. We have had con-. 
fiderable additions ; but our whole number I have not at hand ; 
though I think it is rifing of 320. 

1 conclude, with fubf{eribing myfelf your unworthy brother in the 
gofpel, 


DAVID IRISH. 














The Dove. 


THE DOVE, ONCE MORE. 


THE only apology we have to offer, for again calling the atten- 
tion of the public to this worn-out flory is to repel the ungen- 
erous infinuations, which have been propagated by a number of 
perfons with uncommon zeal, that either the author of the ftate- 
ment in the Magazine, or the editor, defigned an impofition upon 
the public; than which, however, we think nothing can be more 
unjuft. After examining the following ftatement of facts, the pub- 
lic will judge, and we mutt abide their decifion. 

1. The letter from which the account was originally taken, 
was not direéted to the editor of the magazine, but to a minilter in 
this vicinity. And in jultice to the writer we may fay, without 
defign of its publication. 

2. The principal faéts were alfo confirmed, by other written 
and verbal accounts, communicated to the fame gentleman, by 
feveral perfons of unqueftionable veracity, from the vicinity of 
Pawlet. Thefe communications were made, not long after the 
event. 

The firft intimation we had, that the article was chal- 
lenged, was by an account publifhed in a Rutland paper, and 
figned * Deteétor.” Soon after, a communication to the fame im- 
port, but without either name or date, was put into the hands of 
the editor. This unknown writer very modeftly claimed the fol- 
lowing attention. ‘ You will, therefore, it is prefumed, with 
promptiiude, give publicity to the following hiftory of the dove, 
which may be depended on as correét. Should you, however, de- 
cline to publifh it, the writer will feel himfelf conftrained, from a 
fenfe of duty, to give it circulation in fome other periodical publi- 
cation.’ Such notice was taken of this paper as was thought pro- 
per. But on the very day, in which the next number of the Maga- 
zine was publifhed, after the receipt of the above paper, a com- 
munication appeared in the Bolton Centinel, figned by the Rev. 
Joha Grifwold of Pawlet, containing nearly the fame ftatement ! 
Communications alfo on the fame fubjeé&t were made in the public 
papers, by Nathaniel Harmon, Efq. and Mr. Elijah Brown, £n- 
lightener, as he ftyles himfelf. 

4. We fhall now invite the reader’s attention to what is molt 
material in the laboured publications of Meflrs. Dete&or, Grif- 
wold, Harmon, and Brown. And firft, they all agree in eftab- 
lifhing the fact refpecting the dove, as ftated in the Magazine. 
And it will be obferved, that we made no comments upon it, 
Second, thefe writers teftify that Mr. Brown had a tame dove. 
That he flung it out of his chamber window, the fame afternoon, 
that a dove was feenin the Baptift meeting houfe. Mr. Grif. 
wold and Mr. Harmon further fay, that the dove followed a Mr. 
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Goodfpeed to the meeting houfe, &c.* We do not pretend to call 
in queftion this part of the Rory ; but muft fay, that it is perfefly 
unaccountable, that thefe faéts fhould have been publicly known 
at the time, and that no one who related the ftory here before the 
publication, fhould have hinted a fyllable about them ! 

5. In perufing the different accounts by the above writers, who 
have volunteered their. fervices on this occafion, we notice a few 
feeming contradiétions and inconfiftences. 1. The “ Detector” 
fays. “the aforefaid preacher,” meaning Mr, Beall, “ had often {port- 
ed with the dove at the houfe of the farmer.’? Mr. Brown, the 
farmer alluded to, fays, “ the Deteétor was not fully correé, re- 
f{pecting the preacher’s {porting with the dove at the owner’s houfe ; 
but it_ had frequently followed his grandchild home, which lived in the 
houfe, which he was informed of previous to Ais publication,” 
2. Mr. Brown, the enlightener, further fays, “* The place of baptifm 
being near the owner of the dove, and that ordinance being per- 
formed that day, the dove attended with them,—followed a perfon 
to the meeting houfe,” &c. How it fhould happen that the dove, 
while attending on this baptifmal occafion, was not attraéted by 
the voice of the adminiftrator, we are quite at a lofs. But after 
all, there is a very palpable error in one or the other of thefe ac- 
counts, The Rev. Mr. Grifwold fays, that the dove, when flung 
“ out of the window, efpied a Mr. Good/peed cyofling the fields, 
and immediately took to him, and accempanied him to the meet- 
ing houfe,”’ &c. By this it appears that the dove had not the cu- 
riofity tu attend the baptifm, as ftated by Mr. Brown, but went di- 
reéily to meeting. But how fhall we account for the Enlightener’s 
being fo much in the dark about this bufinefs? In one way very 
eafily itis conceived. Inftead of attending public worfhip any 
where, Mr. Brown is faid, by the other writers, to have been tak- 
ing “ his afternoon nap !” Yes, and * within a few rods of the 
meeting houfe !’”? What a pity, that a preacher’s voice, which could 
attract the very birds of the air, fhould have no effe& upon crea- 
tures poffefling immortal fouls! Alas! the ftupidity of man ! 
But to return: Mr. B was taking his afternoon nap ; hence 
probably afleep during the whole tranfaGtion. We fhould there- 
fore fuppofe that his teftimory, in the prefent cafe, would have a- 
bout as much weight with a candid mind, as that of the guard 
who were fet to keep the body of our Lord, and who reported what 
they faid was done while they flept! 

But the *Squire’s teftimony is now to be confidered. This is by 
far the moft prompt and decifive. He carries a bold pen, and in- 
tended no doubt, by a fingle ftroke, to put down “ the learned editors 
and /age divines at a great diftance.” But we thall take the liberty 





* It is al ttle remarkable that Mr, Goodspeed’s testimony should be 
emitted, as he was the only person who could give any account of the dove 
after it left Mr. Brown’s window, until it was seen in the meeting house. 
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very refpedtfully to place before his honor a few things for his 
confideration. 

1. He fays, “I do not deem it neceflary to adduce any formal 
- teftimony to the truth of the'flatement publifhed in the Courier of 
the firft ult. upon my refponfibility.” We are hereby led to the 
knowledge of the writer of the piece, figned “ Dete&or.” In 
that piece it will be remembered, the writer afferts, that the preach- 
er (meaning Mr. Beall) had often {ported with the dove at the houfe 
of the farmer.”? Farmer Brown declares, that this is not * correc 
refpecting the preacher’s {porting with the dove at the owner’s 
houfe.” This is one of the molt important circumftances in his 
whole ftatement, and goes more direély to implicate the finceri- 
ty of Mr. Beall than any other. Yet this is completely refuted by 
the teftimony of Mr. Brown. Jultice H. muft therefore be con- 
fidered refponfible to Mr. Beall, and to the public for the truth of 
what he has afferted. 

2. This gentleman appears chargeable with another imal! mif- 
take in the following. “ Let thofe,” fays he, “ who would ftill 
keep alive a mere fabrication, bear in mind, that the /a&s, which 
rendered the {tory fo marvellous, are denied.” Thisis a very ex- 
traordinary affertion. There has not, to our recollection, been a 
fingle fad, as publifhed in the Magazine, denied. On the contrary, 
have not the moft material facts there related been abundantly 
confirmed by the writers who have attempted to explain them to 
the public? In proof of this we here give the words of the Rev. 
Mr. Grifwold. “ The faéts that were ftated, (faith he,) wi// not 
be denied. It is believed that they took place nearly as related.” 
This being the cafe, we fhall leave the contradiction between the 
*Squire and his Reverence, to be fettled by them at their leifure. 

3. We are forry to have occafion to corre& another blunder- 
ing miftatement, in this gentleman’s declaration. After charging 
the account in the Magazine as being “ unfounded,” he fays, 
“ The fact indeed is beyond a doubt in this town, and diametrically 
oppofite to that {tated in the Magazine.” But how does this ap- 
pear? Why “ it was a tame dove belonging to Mr. Elijah Brown,’ 
&e. And was there any thing faid in the Magazine, whether it 
was a wild, or a tame dove? If the Squire will take the pains to 
read the account again, (he will find it in No. 16, p.118,) we think 
he will be fully convinced of his error. The paragraph, which 
(without the knowledge or intention of the writer,) got into the 
pst was defigned only to fatisfy an inquiry of a 
particular friend, and was made in confequencé of the declaration 
of a gentleman from the neighbourhood of Pawlet, on whofe in- 
formation the writer thought he might fafely rely. If, however, 
this was incorreét, he fincerely wifhes in this public manner to re- 
tract it, as truth only is his objed. 

We make one obfervation more upon this extraordinary pub- 
lication. Mr. Harmon unbhesitatingly declares, that the dove was 
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not only well known by the congregation; “but dy Mr. Beall 
himfelf, to be Mr. Brown’s tame dove !”’ *“* Mr. Beall,” fays he, “ could 
not have miftaken the dove, he had often {ported with it himfelf.”’ 
Comparing thefe bold affertions with the foregoing declaration 
of Mr. Brown, and the reader will not be deemed uncharitable in 
withholding his affent to their truth, until fome proof is brought 
forward to fubftantiate them. The ’Squire muft not wonder that 
the ‘learned editors and fage divines ata diftance,” where his 
character is not fully known, are a little puzzled to conceive how 
he attained the knowledge, that it was “ known to Mr. Beall him- 
felf to be Mr. Brown’s tame dove,” at the time it was perching on 
his head. 

Qur._ remarks on the writer laft mentioned have been confined 
principally to the points of evidence contained in the publication 
with his fignature, without particularly noticing the /pirit which 
appears to have dictated the fentiments, or the unhandfome manner 
in which he {peaks of the publication in the Magazine : Such as 
the “ warnifbed and impofing tale :”’ “the lying wonder ;’? “a mere 
fabrication ;’” ‘“embellifhed and mifreprefented for the purpo/e 
of deceiving the public,” &c. &c. But we fhall here take our leave 
of him and his friends for the prefent. 

As we gave notice in our last number of the Magazine, 
that “ meafures were taking to afcertain the truth ;” we {hall 
fubjoin an extract from a communication to-the editor, by order of 
the Baptift church in Pawlet. After fome other obfervations, they 
fay, ‘“‘ We confider the narrative refpecting the conduct of a dove, 
publifhed in the Maffachufetts Baptift Miflionary Magazine, No. 
16, to be correct, excepting the text. The paflage of fcripture 
from which the elder preached that day, was Pfa. xcviii. 1, 2. 

“¢ Whether Mr. Elijah Brown had a dove, which was fo familiar 
either with ftrangers or acquaintance, as to perch upon their heads, 
and fport with them, &c ; either in his houfe, or when pafling by 
in the highway, (as noted in thefe publications) we leave : howev- 
er, this we fay, that his dove has never fo done to any of us.” 

‘In fentiments of efteem, we are, dear Sir, yours, &c. 

Done in church meeting, Sept. 19. 1809. 
Isaac Brauu, Paflor. 
By order of the church, Joser# Hascatu, Clerk.” 


Conctusion. The Rev. Mr. G » mentioned above, feems 
much concerned, left the ftory of the dove fhould be improved, as 
“a confirmation of a particular mode of baptifm.” We never 
knew, until he informed us, that it had ever been “ improved for 
that purpofe.” We fimply related the circumftances, as they were 
communicated to us, without inference or comment. The circum- 
ftances mentioned, of the baptifm, and of the obfervation made by 
the preacher in his difcourfe afterwards of the defcent of the Holy 
Ghoft, like a dove, &c. ferved, to be fure, to render the conduct of 
the dove which vifited the meeting-houfe foon after, the more fin- 
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gular ; but we never undertook to fay that there was any connec- 
tion between the events. We believe the gentleman may fafely lay 
his fears to reft, as we never heard any of the Baptifts make an ar- 
gument of it, in favour of their peculiar fentiments ; nor do we 
think they ever will. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN WHITINGHAM, STATE 
OF VERMONT. 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. John Spaulding, 
to the Editor, dated Whitingham, O¢t. 28, 1809. 


Dear Sir, 


I TAKE my pen to inform you of God’s gracious work in this 
place; hoping it may be acceptable to the readers of your Maga- 
zine, thould you think proper to give it a place. 

For feveral years paft, a number of baptized, judicious chriftians 
have lived in this town, who have been praying to the Father of 
mercies, to bow finners to his fceptre, and erect a candleltick here, 
for his own praife. There was no ftated preacher in the town. A 
great diverfity of religious fentiments prevailed among the people, 
while fome appeared to be gone over entirely to infidelity. ‘lhe 
young people were filled with vanity, and the daily prattice of 
many, but too plainly declared, that they had no fear of God be- 
fore their eyes. 

In the beginning of 1808, an unufual attention to religion took 
place, which continued in fome degree through the year. Elder 
Wetherel preached in the town frequently, and with confiderable 
fuccefs. Many appeared to be anxious for the falvation of their 
fouls. A number were brought to rejoice in the trath, and-feveral 
were baptized. 

On the 18th of Oétober, 1808, twenty two baptized believers 
were, by the affiftance and in the fellowfhip of a refpectable council, 
organized into a vifible church. Six more were foon added to 
them by baptifm. After this, the. work feemed to abate, and 
through the winter nothing very fpecial appeared. 

The laft fpring, at their requelt, I agreed to preach with them 
three months. Many flocked to meeting, and feemed to hear as 
for their lives ; while the involuntary tear was perceived frequently 
to moiften their cheeks. About the firft of July the operations of 
the Divine Spirit began to be more vifible and powerful. About 
this time one perfon was baptized. This candidate, who took up 
the crofs, and went forward alone, experienced very great confola- 
tions. Several more in a few days followed after. We have at- 
tended feveral fuch baptizing feafons, rejoicing to fee the difciples 
H 
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of Jefus pafs under his yoke, which they find to be eafy, and his burden 
light. 
~ When the term for which I fir engaged had expired, the church 
and iociety folicited me to tarry with them, and become their ftat- 
ed preacher. I felt it to be my duty to comply with their requett. 

The church being defirous that I fhould be qualified to adminilter 
ordinances, thought proper to call a council, whic’: met on the 
18ch of October inftant ; (juft a year from the day, the church 
was organized) and after examination as ufual, the council unan- 
imoufly agreed to proceed in the ordination. Elder George 
Wetherel preached the fermon ; elder Eliezer Hall offered up the 
ordaining prayer; elder Jeremiah Parker gave the charge ; elder 
Thomas Purington gave the right hand of fellowfhip; and elder 
Baker‘ prefented the concluding prayer. 

The next Lord’s day, viz. the 22d, was an exceeding folemn, 
and joyful day to me, and I trult to many others. Eleven candi- 
dates came forward to be baptized. Preaching was omitted in the 
afternoon, and the time wholly taken up in hearing their relations. 
They related the work of grace on their hearts, with a great degree 
of calmnefs and fortitude, to a large aflembly, on which their 
teltimony had a very vifible effect. Vhey gave fatisfactory evi- 
dence of areal change of heart. Near the fetting of the fun, I 
went down with them into the liquid grave, and they were all 
BURIED WITH CHRIST BY BAPTISM. : 

Thefe were all heads of families. A large proportion of thofe 
who have been baptized here, are middle aged perfons. There 
are, however, feveral inthe bloom of youth, and fome quite ad- 

vanced in age. One man in his 78th year, but clear in his intellec- 
tual powers, and {trong in faith, has followed his Lord in baptifm. 
The work has been gradually increafing ever fince July laft. 

Although I have no doubt but fome would be pleafed to have 
me preach fmooth things, yet | have endeavoured to fet forth 
man’s total depravity. That until the tree is made good, all its fruit 
is corrupt. That falvation ts alone by fovereign grace, without 
any previous conditions performed by unrenewed creatures. God 
has gracioufly bleffled this doctrine, It has been food to the fheep 
of Chrilt, and fincere milk to lambs, (being their experience;) it has 
alfo been blefled to the awakening of finners, and has ferved to 
guard them, when awakened, againtt trufting in their own righ- 
teouinefs. 

Some that had been the moft irreligious of any in the town, give 
fuch ftriking evidence of the power of renewing grace, that oppo- 
fition almolt entirely hides its head, whilft many are conftrained to 
fay, “ Is not this of God ?’ This is the Lord’s work, and may the 
glory all be his. 

he doétrine of falvation by grace, and not by works, is fo 
{weet to my foul, that I many times think I am willing to refign 
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all, yea, even my life if cailed toit, in vindication of truths fo 
glorious. But I muft not enlarge. 

Thirty one have been baptized the prefent year, and others ex- 
pect to be baptized the next opportunity. The prefent number 
of the church is 78, and the profpect of additions encouraging. 
May God carry on his work till all the redeemed are gathered to 
the Saviour. 

I am, dear Sir, your unworthy brother in the gofpel. 

JOHN SPAULDING. 


——SE i 
For the Massachusetts Baptist Missionary Magazine. 


CONSTITUTION AND ORGANIZATION OF A BAPTIST CHURCH IN 
SOUTHWARK, PHILADELPHIA. 


ON Wednefday at 3 o’clock, P. M. Auguit 23d, 1809, the con- 
Ritution and organization of the 3d Baptift church in Philadel- 
phia, took place in the meeting houfe belonging to the 1ft Baptilt 
church in thai city. 

The exercifes were conduéted in the following manner. 

Giving out the hymns, by the Rev. Horatia G. Jones of Lower 
Merion. 

Introductory prayer by the Rev. Dr. Rogers of Philadelphia. 

Sermon by the Rev. Mr. Montanye of Southampton, from 2 
Cor. ix. 13. “ Yhey glorify God for your profefled fubjection 
unto the gofpel of Chriit.” 

Reading the letters of difmiffion from the 1ft and 2d Baptift 
churches of the members to be conftituted into a feparate church, 
with their church covenant and fignatures, by the Rev. Dr. Rogers. 

Examination, interrogations, conftitution pronounced, and right 
hand of fellowfhip given, by the Rev. Dr. Samuel Jones, of Lower 
Dublin. 

Charge and addrefs to the new church by the Rev. Mr. White 
of Philadelphia. 

Two deacons ordained by prayer andimpofition of hands ; the 
prayers were offered by the Rev. Mr. Fleefon of Roxbury, and the 
Rev. Mr. Mathias of Hilltown. 

Right hand of fellowfhip, by the Rev. Dr. Rogers, to the 
deacons ordained. 

Charge and addrefs to the paftor elect, the Rev. John P. 
Peckworth of Philadelphia, and the two deacons, by the Rev. Dr. 
Staughton of Philadelphia. 

* Concluding prayer and benediction by the Rev. Dr. Allifon of 
Philadelphia. 

The members conftituted into this feparate and independent 

church were 30 in number. The audience was large and folemn. 
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The exercifes were impreflive, and harmonioufly conducted. The 
occafion was joyful, as the increafe to the Baptift or New Teftament 
intereft throughout thefe United States evidently appears to be of 
God. But as we are commanded to “ weep with them that weep,” 
there was an alloy of that pleafure which would have pervaded 
every heart, owing to an unexpected calamity which took place-on 
the previous Lord’s day morning, between the hours of one and 
two o’clock, when the houfe in which the Rev. Mr. Peckworth re- 
lided, and the one contiguous to it, (both his property, ) were con- 
fumed ‘with fire, together with the wearing apparel of the family, 
much furniture, &c. Mrs. Peckworth, the children, and all the 
family mercifully efcaped the flames. Mr. Peckworth-was abfent 
from home about twenty miles with a congregation who were 
about opening a new Baptift meeting houfe ; an exprefs having 
been fent to apprize him of this melancholy difpenfation of Divine 
Providence, he returned as foon as poffible to his afflifted family, 


and the fceene of diftrefs ! 

The fire, it is faid, originated in an adjacent building, owned by 
a Mr. Murray, and occupied as a fhoe-ftore. This building with 
Mr. Murray’s ftock in trade was infured. Mr. Peckworth’s not 
infured at all! Othat theeternal God, who is infinitely able, may 
“‘ make all grace abound towards him and all his, that they always 
having all fufficiency in all things, may abound to every good 


work.” ; 
a 


COMMUNICATED. 


A concife account of the conftitution of a Baptift Church of Chrift, in the 
town of Columbia, (S. C.) on the firft Sabbath in Ofober, 1809. 


AT 9 o’clock in the morning, the exercifes of the day were’ in- 
troduced by the adminiftration of baptifm to five candidates. The 
fituation of the place chofen for the purpofe was truly admirable. 
A river of fome width and extent rolled its peaceful ftream at the 


foot of lofty trees, whofe towering branches, throwing their friendly 


fhade on the furrounding bank and fhore, fheltered from the bearns 


of the rifing fun, about one thouland {pectators, all deeply imprefs- 
ed with folemn awe and reverence. A boat of fome fize, filled 
with perfons, and removed a little into the ftream, was ftayed by a 
rope in front of the crowded fhore. At a little diftance was heard 
the gentle and hufhing noife of water breaking over the rocks 
which oppofed its courfe. A folemn ftilinefs pervaded the whole 
aflembly, whilft the congregation, with united voices, fang tothe 
praife of Chrilt, the inftitutor of the ordinance, that impreflive 
hymn, contained in doctor Rippon’s felection, commencing thus: 


Jesus ! and shall it ever be, 
' 


A mortal man asham/’d of thee ! 
Asham’ot thee, whom angels praise, 
Whose glories shine through endless days 























Ordination. 253 


The Rev. Mr. Johnfon then addrefled the audience on the 
ordinance to be adminiftered, and having fupplicated the divine 
blefling on its adminiftration, immerfed, in the name of the facred 


Three, the candidates above mentioned. 

' During the adminiftration of the ordinance, tears involuntarily 
flowed from the eyes of numbers. Prayer being made by the 
Rev. Mr. Roberts, the fcene clofed. The congregation then re- 
tired to the place of worfhip, which was crowded with attentive 
hearers, and were addrefled by Mr. Roberts, in an excellent dif- 
courfe from the epiftle of James iii. 17. 

This fervice being ended, the Rev. Dr. Maxcy, Prefident of the 
South Carolina College, arofe, and proceeded through the cere- 
mony of conftituting the church, in the molt impreflive, folemn 
and animated manner. ‘The furrendering prayer being appropri- 
ately made by the Rev. Mr. Nixon, the Doétor pronounced the 
newly formed body, a regularly conftituted church of Chrift. 

The congregation was then difmiffled, and reaflembled at 
4 o’clock in the afternoon. Mr. Todd addrefled the audience in 
an animated difcourfe from St. John’s gofpel, i. 29. 

The adminiftration of the Lord’s Supper, by Mr. Johnfon and 
Mr. Roberts, clofed the folemnities of theday. A day diltinguith- 
ed by great things which the Lord hath accomplifhed. A day, 
the tranfactions of which, the friends of religion in this place truft, 
are regiftered and ratified in heaven. 

It would be injuttice to clofe this account without thus public- 
ly paying to the inhabitants of Columbia and its vicinity, the re- 
fpe& which their remarkable attention and decorum on all the 
fervices of the day, defervedly merit. It was remarked by many 
who had witneffed fimilar tranfactions in fome of the populous 
cities of America, and in other places, that they never faw, on fuch 
occafions, more decency and refpe& manifefted. 

It was truly wonderful and delightful to behold the ferioufneds 
which pervaded fuch an amazing concourfe of peopie, from 9g in 
the morning, to 6 in the evening. No noife, no indecency, no im- 
patience was feen or heard. All was conducted with order and 
regularity. 

The Baptift Church of Chrift, lately conftituted in this town, 
with the minifters who aflilted on the occafion, take this opportu- 
nity of prefenting their united thanks tothe inhabitants of the town 
and its vicinity, for theif unexampled politenefs and attention on 
the folemn fervices of the day referred to. 


ORDINATION. 


ON the 13th of June, 1809, the Rev. Tuomas Brooks was or- | 
dained to the paftoral office, over the Baptift church at Welt Creek, 
Cumberland county, State of New-Jerfey. The Rev. Mr. Smalley 
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of Cohanfey, New-Jerfey, introduced the folemnities of the day by 
prayer, and the cuftomary queftions to the candidate for ordination, 
and alfo to the church. ‘The Rev. Jenkin David, of Cape May, 
delivered an appropriate fermon, and the charge. [he whole of 
the exercifes were conducted with affecting folemnity in the pretence 
of a numerous and very attentive aflembly. May God add his 
blefling ! Amen! 


OBITUARY NOTICE. 
Sketch of Rev. D. Snodgrass.—From the Philadephia Gazette of Oct. 1809. 


Diep, the 9th inft. in Thompfontown, Pennfylvania, the Rev. 
Davip Snopcrass, a minifter of the Bapuft church in Greenville, 
Miffifippi Territory. ‘This pious and excellentman had been in 
Philadelphia but a few weeks before, and had formed a very re- 
{pectable correfpondence, not only with his chriftian brethren, but 
alfo with fome refpectable and extenfive houfes of bufinefs. He 
left his friends here, about four weeks fince, on a vilit to his mother 
living inthe Tufcarora Valley. On his return, as Mr. 8.— purfu- 
ed his long journey on horfe back, he was ftopped at the town 
above mentioned, by a heavy rain, having alfo taken a fevere cold. 
This indifpofition was fucceeded by chills and fever, which in a few 
days terminated his earthly exiftence, inthe 45th year of his age. 
The writer of this has hadthe pleafure of a perfonal acquaintance 
with him; and, with many others, fympathizes with his friends 
mutually, for alofs which not only they, but the public have fuf- 
tained in this event of Divine Providence. But this lofs of ours is 
his infinite acquifition. This fketch is given for the information of 
many pious people in this city and neighbourhood, with whom he 
lately formed an acquaintance, and who might not otherwife hear 
the circumftances of his death. He was (adds a correfpondent) 
«a molt evangelical minifter. He preached often, and truly ac- 
ceptably, though very infirm as to his health.” It might well be 
faid of htm, “he was a man full of faith, and of the Holy Ghoft.”’ 
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WINTER NIGHT. 


ILAIL,Winter ! sullen monarch! dark with clouds. 
Thron’d on bleak wastes, and fierce and cold with storms ; 
Welcome thy blasting cold and treasured snow ! 

Thy raving, rending winds, do but corypose 

My soul, and midst thy gloom, my heart 

Smiles like the opening spring. Thy long drear nights, 
Winter, I hail. The cold, receding sun, 

I love to follow to the cloudy west, 

And see thy twilight deepen into gloom 

Of thickest darkness. Round my cheering fire, 
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How I enjoy the glittering eye, and smile, 

And burning cheek, and prattle innocent, 

Of my dear little ones : and when they sink, 
With heavy eyes, into the arms of sieep, 
Peaceful, and smiling still, and breathing soft, 
How pleasant glide the hours in converse pure 
With her whom first Llov’d ; who long has crown’d 
My joys, and sooth’d me w ith her gentle voice, 
Under a load of sorrows ; who has felt 

The pow’r of truth divine ; and from whose lips 
I catch the peace and love of saints in heaven. 
Vain world ! we envy not your joys. We hear 
Your rattling chariot wheels, and weep for you; 
We weep, that souls immortal can find j joy 

In forcing laughter, dissipating thought, 

In the loose stage, the frisking dance, the pomp, 
And forms, and ornaments of polish’d life, 

In heartless, hypocri tic show of love, 

In giddy nonsense ; in contempt of truth, 

Which elevates the soul, and swells the heart 
With hope of holy bliss. 'We mourn your waste 
Of mind, of strength, of wealth. Think, thoughtless world, 
How many fatherless and widows pine 

In want ; how many shiver in the storm ; 

Overa dyi ing flame how many cower 

In some poor hovel, pressing to their breasts 
Their little ones, to save them from the cold. 

O! think what aching hearts ye might relieve ! 
What brooding sorrows ve might cheer ! What tears 
Of friendless, naked, moaning poverty, 

Ye might wipe off with lenient sympathy. 

O! Winter ! I can bear thy how ling storms. 
Rise but a few more suns, and all thy blasts 

Will soften: yon waste fields will smile in green ; 
The branches swell with infant buds ; the groves 
Resound with nature’s melody. Bat Man, 

My kin, lies desolate. A wintry blast 

Has chill’d bis heart ; frozen the circling blood 
Of sympathy, and blighted the sweet fruits 

Of love. How bleak and waste ! In vain the Sun 
Of righteousness sheds bright and healing beams. 
In vain does He, who die de on Calvary, 

Extend his hands, bleeding with wounds of love. 
Man still is cold and wintry ; stillis hard, 

And melts not into mercy. This vain world 

Is colder than the northern skies. But Faith 
Looks o’er the icy mountains ; looks beyond 

The wintry clouds, and sees unfading bloom 


Of paradise, sees peaceful streams of joy, 


And warm effulgence of the God of love. 

And hark! a gentle voice now calls—‘ Arise, 
**Ahd come away. The winter’s past and gone: 

** The flowers appear ! the birds with transports hail 


“The spring. The turtle’s plaintive voice is heard ; 
** The fig-iree bends \ po figs : the fragrant vine 
Presents the tender grape. Arise ! and see 


* Millennial happine: ron reign of peace and love 
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